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Synopsis

Upon its publication, George Seldes’s The Great Thoughts instantly took its place as a classic--a
treasure house of the seminal ideas that have shaped the intellectual history of the world down
through the ages.A A A A Seldes, a pivotal figure in the history of American journalism and a
tireless researcher, spent the better part of his extraordinary lifetime compiling the thoughts that rule
the world, casting his net widely and wisely through the essential works of philosophy, poetry,
psychology, economics, politics, memoirs, and letters from the ancient Greeks to the modern
Americans.Now Seldes’s splendid and important work has been revised and updated to include the
great thoughts that have changed our world in the decade since the book’s first

appearance.A A A A Quotations from leaders as varied as Nelson Mandela, Lech Walesa, Yitzak
Rabin, Newt Gingrich, and Jesse Jackson reflect the radical shifts in the world political

scene.A A A A Toni Morrison and Cornel West speak out on the enduring vitality of
African-American culture.A A A A Alvin Toffler and Arthur C. Clarke give us a glimpse into the
future.A A A A Gloria Steinem and Monique Wittig define the motives and the goals of late
twentieth-century feminism.A A A A Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, and Wallace Stegner ponder the
meaning of wilderness in an increasingly populated and industrialized world.A A A A These and
scores of other thinkers in all major disciplines have added their voices to this new edition of The
Great Thoughts.USA Today praised the first edition of The Great Thoughts as "a browser’s
delight."A A A A The work of a lifetime, brought up-to-date to reflect the global upheaval of the past

decade, The Great Thoughts stands alone as an enduring achievement and an invaluable resource.
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Customer Reviews

Upon its publication, George Seldes’s The Great Thoughts instantly took its place as a classic--a
treasure house of the seminal ideas that have shaped the intellectual history of the world down
through the ages. Seldes, a pivotal figure in the history of American journalism and a tireless
researcher, spent the better part of his extraordinary lifetime compiling the thoughts that rule the
world, casting his net widely and wisely through the essential works of philosophy, poetry,
psychology, economics, politics, memoirs, and letters from the ancient Greeks to the modern
Americans. Now Seldes’s splendid and important work has been revised and updated to include the
great thoughts that have changed our world in the decade since the book’s first appearance.
Quotations from leaders as varied as Nelson Mandela, Lech Walesa, Yitzak Rabin, Newt Gingrich,
and Jesse Jackson reflect the radical shifts in the world political scene. Toni Morrison and Cornel
West speak out on the enduring vitality of African-American culture. Alvin Toffler and Arthur C.
Clarke give us a glimpse into the future. Gloria Steinem and Monique Wittig define the motives and
the goals of late twentieth-century feminism. Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, and Wallace Stegner
ponder the meaning of wilderness in an increasingly populated and industrialized world. These and
scores of other thinkers in all major disciplines have added their voices to this new edition of The
Great Thoughts. USA Today praised the first edition of The Great Thoughts as "a browser’s delight.”
The work of a lifetime, brought up-to-date to reflect the global upheaval of the past decade, The

Great Thoughts stands alone as an enduring achievement and aninvaluable resource.

Upon its publication, George Seldes’s The Great Thoughts instantly took its place as a classic - a
treasure house of the seminal ideas that have shaped the intellectual history of the world down
through the ages. Seldes, a pivotal figure in the history of American journalism and a tireless
researcher, spent the better part of his extraordinary lifetime compiling the thoughts that rule the
world, casting his net widely and wisely through the essential works of philosophy, poetry,
psychology, economics, politics, memoirs, and letters from the ancient Greeks to the modern
Americans. Now Seldes’s splendid and important work has been revised and updated to include the
great thoughts that have changed our world in the decade since the book’s first appearance.
Quotations from leaders as varied as Nelson Mandela, Lech Walesa, Yitzhak Rabin, Newt Gingrich,
and Jesse Jackson reflect the radical shifts in the world political scene. Toni Morrison and Cornel
West speak out on the enduring vitality of African-American culture. Alvin Toffler and Arthur C.
Clarke give us a glimpse into the future. Gloria Steinem and Monique Wittig define the motives and

the goals of late twentieth-century feminism. Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, and Wallace Stegner



ponder the meaning of wilderness in an increasingly populated and industrialized world. These and
scores of other thinkers in all major disciplines have added their voices to this new edition of The

Great Thoughts.

| bought this book about 30 years ago and am still reading it! The one | ordered from | gave as a gift
to a friend.l love the collection of "the great thoughts", some very wise, some religious, some
atheist, some hateful of women or racist.You will not agree with everything, of course not! Yet, the

wisdom of the ages deserves a read and a re-read.

| love the book and have given it as a gift many times. Terrific when you have five or ten minutes to

kill, but once you get started you won’t want to quit.

| wish | had a great thoughts more often

"The Great Thoughts" is by far the greatest piece of writing the history of the world will ever see. It
will never be outdone, only added too. | have personally been reading this book, using it as a

reference, for over a decade, and highly recommend it to anyone, scholar and non-scholar alike.

Great journalist collects great thoughts from leading humans being. Keep this book under the car

seat for when your life is being miserably wasted. Then salvage your minutes and hours.

| use this book as a source of inspiration for my students - and to keep me thinking, as well. |

appreciate the compilation/the attempt to get important thoughts of so many in one place.

My husband reads selections in this book on a regular basis. It provokes thought and sometimes
leads to seeking out other books. A great gift for a thoughtful reader. Definitely a five star selection.

We also have kept the earlier edition which is well worn.

It's easy to use, packed with useful quotes, and provides that needed 'touch’ to speeches. The only
problem with it is: PEOPLE WILL STEAL IT FROM YOUR LIBRARY! So, personalize it
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